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TAGS: 

SUBJECT: PROJECT LENDER 

1 . IN ACCEDING TO OUR REQUEST TO STATION NATO AIRBORNE 
BATTALION COMBAT TEAM AT VICENZA, THE GOI STIPULATED THAT 
THERE BE NO REPEAT NO ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE STATIONING AND 
NO PUBLICITY GIVEN TO THE ARRIVAL OE ELEMENTS OF THE UNIT. 
SINCE THE GOI IS SO CONCERNED THAT THE ENTIRE PROCESS BE 
ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT PUBLICITY OR PUBLIC NOTICE, THE 
MOVES WILL THUS BE IN PHASES TO ACHIEVE LOW VISIBILITY. 
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2. HOWEVER, DURING ANDREOTTI VISIT TO WASHINGTON, 

ITALIAN OEFICIALS AGREED THAT CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE 
BE JOINTLY PREPARED IN THE UNFORTUNATE EVENT OF INQUIRIES. 

3. FOLLOWING IS PROPOSED CONTINGENT PRESS GUIDANCE: 

QUESTION: WHAT NEW MILITARY UNIT IS BEING LOCATED AT 
VICENZA? 

ANSWER: AS PART OF A ROUTINE DISPOSITION OP NATO- 
COMMITTED FORCES, AN AIRBORNE BATTALION, WHICH FORMS PART 
OF NATO' S ALLIED MOBILE FORCE, IS BEING STATIONED AT CAMP 
RDF, RLE IN VICENZA, WHICH ALREADY HOUSES NATO- COMMITTED 
UNITS, TO STRENGTHEN NATO' S QUICK RESPONSE CAPABILITY IN 
THE SOUTHERN NATO REGION. 

QUESTION: ISITAU. S. UNIT? 

ANSWER: THEY ARE AMERICAN TROOPS COMMITTED TO NATO. 

QUESTION: HOW MANY MEN ARE INVOLVED AND HOW ARE THEY 
EQUIPPED? 

ANSWER: AS I MENTIONED, THE UNIT INVOLVED IS A 
BATTALION WHICH CONSISTS OF ABOUT 1200 MEN. WHEN THE 
MOVE IS COMPLETED, THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL AT 
CAMP EDERLE WILL BE BACK CLOSE TO ITS LEVEL OF THREE 
YEARS AGO. WE DO NOT GIVE OUT INPORMATION ON SPECIFIC 
EQUIPMENT. 

4. IF EMBASSY CONCURS IN FOREGOING, REQUEST YOU DISCUSS 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY AND OBTAIN GOI CONCURRENCE. 

5. DEFENSE CONCURS. RUSH 
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